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house, and a road is the rarest incident. Occasionally there are low enclosures with mud walls, which you conjecture to be villages, and near them you see wells and patches of green. If you look carefully at one of these patches, you see that the crops are sown in little squares separated by mud partitions, into which the water is led from channels cutting across them. This is clearly a thirsty land. It is not many weeks since the rains were over, and the wells are moderately full, but the soil looks absolutely parched and the river-beds are dry sand. So they will remain till next July, when the rains are due again; and, if the rain fail, then famine. Still, there must be moisture in the subsoil, for the trees are fairly plentiful and look fat and well nourished. Most of them are of the acacia type, but there is a large, deep-green, thick-leaved tree which looks like an